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DETAILED ACTION 



1 Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

,, cncri i hvjA which forms the basis for all obviousness 
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) wnicn lorms me 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

section 102 of this title, if*, differences bewcen ^ e the in ^ ntion was mad e to a petson 

manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 81, and 89-91 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Amstutz et al (US 4,955,044) in view of Pacholok (US 4,904,903). 

4. Amstutz e. al C 044) disposes in the prior art of record a lighted display case comprising 
of an integral frame work 16 (line 21 column 3), rear sliding doors 28 (line 23 coiumn 3), a ballas, 
44 mounted to the bottom member 46 of the base portion 14 (line 49-50 column 3), a fluorescent 
tube socket extending downwardly from a subframe .01 (fgure 19, 20), an dectrica. cord 36 and 
wiring assembly 38 (line 45-46 column 3). 

5 Pacholok 0903) discloses a ballast for high intensity discharge lamps comprising of an 
electronic ballas, having a operating voltage of 0-200 volts (line .2-20, column 5) and a fluency 
range below 5 kHz to 500 kHz (line 24-32, column 8). 

6.T»erefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinal skill in the ar, a. the time the invention 
was made ,o combine the lighted display of Amstutz e. al with the eiectronic ballast of Pacholok 
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in order to provide a low cost ballast having reduced electromagnetic and radio interference 
emissions as taught by Pacholok (line 10-13, column 2). 

7. Claims 82-88, 92-99 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Amstutz et al in view of Kelman (US 2,522,044) and in further view of Seok et al 

(US 5,768,898).. 

8. Amstutz et al ('044) discloses in the prior art of record a lighted display case comprising 
of an integral frame work 16 (line 21 column 3), rear sliding doors 28 (line 23 column 3), a ballast 
44 mounted to the bottom member 46 of the base portion 14 (line 49-50 column 3), a fluorescent 
tube socket extending downwardly from a subframe 101 (figure 19, 20), an electrical cord 36 and 
wiring assembly 38 (line 45-46 column 3) but does not disclose the physical description of the 
fluorescent lamp socket or the temperature tolerance of the ballast.. 

9. Kelman ('044) discloses in the prior art of record a fluorescent light socket comprising of 
contact fingers 45 with arcuate shape of the surface area (figure 3), longitudinal connection 
movement with the lamp 1 1 (figure 1). 

10. Having a hollow-cylindrical shape for accepting the pin contact of the fluorescent lamp 1 1 
(figure 1) and covering the pin by at leas. 50 percent (figure 5), a split sleeve contact that connect 
to the lamp 43 which can either be screwed or solder (figure 6 and 1 1). with the pins having 
engage the lamp over at least 180 degree of circumferential surface of the lamp pins (line 50-53 

column 3). 
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n Th e Surf acea re ao f , h ee.ec tti ca 1 co„ t ac t sa I eaae sig „c h o i ce,a 1 o„ gWit hU 1 eu S eo fa 

it's use is known in the art. 

freshroodcomparunentcomprisi „ g of a fl uo re scenU»p 39, anaa«as, 33 (.ine 5,-60 
cdumn^whichis.oca.edwiWn.hereftig.ra.edareaCfigure .). 

13 T ^ k ^b--^.--«* Bh --- , - < " ,, - ,, " , ~ 

- . .ndisturnedonandoffaceordingtotheopeningandclosingofadoor 
fresh food compartment, and is turnea 

as disclosed in the abstract of Seok et al ('898). 



. j , 5I ,or in«a1 as being unpatentable over Yoonet 
,4. claimsl00-118arerejectedunder35U.S.C.103(a)asb 

al (US 6,031 ,338) in view of Robertson (US 5,90441 5). 

, 5 Yoon et a. C338) discloses a ballast method and apparatus and coupling therefore 
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column 6). The ballast 32 has an operating temperature of -60 degrees Ceisius and ,o 100 
degrees Celsius (line 11-18, column 2). 

16 . Yoon e, al does no, disclose «he cylindrical fluorescent Ugh, and socket nor the dimensions 

of the socket it is attached to. 

I7 Robeson e, al C415) discloses a foreseen, bulb connector assembly comprising of a 
cy ,indrica, fluorescent .amp 300, a first and second socket 203, 204 by means of the connector 
,00 to hold «he lamp (figure ,), aiong with making eiectrica. contact with the ,amp. Figure 3 
disclose howthesockethashollowsectionslOMOS for engaging*, pins 303,304 onthe lamp 
making electrical contact (45-49, column 4). The hoHow section as seen in figure 3, will also 
cover over 50 percent of the pins on Ore lamp, the housing around the connector and socket 101 
„ made of he, — plastic (line 35-37, column 5), the socket 103 has electrical wires , 12 
tat are connected to the sockets in order to provide an eiectrical connection between the 
receiving housing 203 and the socket. 

18 Therefore i, would have been obvious to one of ordinal skill in the an a. the time the 
te fluorescent of Robertson e, a,, in order to provide a ligh, source that can be use in a 

,o „ is old and well known in the art to use at ieas, 16 gauge wire fo, providing electrical 
conductiontoalampsocketdueto it, dimension and ability to conduct electricity. It isalsoo.d 
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inch in a fluorescent T-8 bulb socket. 



Response to Arguments 

20. 



21. 

they are not 



Applicant, agents filed Decen.be, 24. 2000, have been fully considered bu. 
pe^ve.Tbe.dependen.c^S.doesno.posUive.sUetheuseof.bebal.as, 

^ghtmgin—tions. «-C«)— — — — ,amPSn0nnaUy 

. , ,h,„ S decrees Celsius without difficulty (line 57-67, column 5, 
operate at a temperature not less than 8 degrees urn 

and line 1-8, column 6). 

.ccord^TH.S.CnO^SM^^. See MPEP * 706.07(a). ^ 
remi „ded of the extension of time policy as se, for* in 37 CFR 1..36(a). 

w U,e X pireo„ fl teda,etheadviso I yac,ion i s m ai,ed,a„danye X tensionfeepursuantto37 
CFR 1 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. Innoevent, 
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final action. 

2 , — gthis—i Cionore^co— ic^^ex^ner 

should be directed to John A. Ward whose te.ephone number is (703) 305-5 . 57. 

where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 

s hou,dbedirected,o the receptionist whose teiephone number is (703) 30S-059, 



JAW 



/jStephan Husar 

February 14, 2001 Primary Examiner 



